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What do you think?

Incorporation of the Society
As our members are aware from our most recent 
AGM, the Society has been investigating the benefits 
of incorporating the Society into a form of official 
corporate structure which is legally recognised as a 
separate entity. With the opening of the Old Chapel, 
the growing numbers of members and our status as 
an employer, it was resolved that we would pursue the 
avenue of incorporating into a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation (CIO).  A CIO is a corporate vehicle 
designed specifically for charities like our organisation, 
which is currently unincorporated and which has a 
wide membership. 

As part of the incorporation process we have 
instructed Stone King LLP, a firm of specialist charity 
lawyers, to advise us through the process. They have 
drafted a new constitution which is based on the 
contents of our current constitution. The constitution 
is available to view on our website here: www.
chislehurst-society.org.uk/Pages/News/Incorporation.
html 

Stone King LLP will register the CIO with the 
Charities Commission.  Once the CIO is registered, 
the Executive Committee will arrange the necessary 
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meetings to pass appropriate resolutions to dissolve 
the existing organisation and to transfer the assets 
and liabilities of the Society to the CIO. It is intended 
that all members of the Society will be registered as 
members of the CIO.

Changes to our membership structure have already 
taken place both for the purposes of incorporation 
but also for administrative purposes. Membership is 
now limited to two voting members per household. 
Any additional unrecorded adults will have access to 
all the services provided by the Society, however they 
will not be able to vote at the AGM. 

At the next AGM on the 26th April 2016 we will 
formally ask our members to resolve that the 
Chislehurst Society incorporates. The transfer process 
is ongoing. Should you have any queries relating to 
incorporation please email or call us we will happily 
answer any queries that you have. 

We would like to reassure our members that these 
changes are for the benefit of the Society and in 
real terms will make no difference to the day to day 
operation of the Society. 

We are carrying out a review of our 
publications and would like to hear your 
thoughts about what we publish and how we 
publish it. Specifically we would like to know:

Do you like what you get?

Do you want more by email?

Is there something more you want from the 
publication?

Please email or call us with your opinions, 
all opinions, bad and good will be gratefully 
received!
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Would you like to lead a History Walk?
London Borough of Bromley and the Chislehurst Society are looking for people to lead heritage 
and local interest walks. These walks would initially operate from Central Bromley but could be 
widened to other areas of the Borough. Groups of up to 15 people are guided through the streets 
and leaders point out and explain places of historical interest. The recent Bromley North walk 
was fascinating but more leaders are needed to keep up the momentum and make these walks a 
regular feature. If you are interested, then please contact us and we can pass on your details. 

The Society is also planning to coordinate a series of walks around Chislehurst next year and we 
will be looking at the state of our footpaths at the same time.  As ever we are always interested 
to hear from volunteers who want to get involved, so please do make contact with us for more 
details.

Noticeboard

The Old Chapel, 3, Queens Passage, BR7 5AP  0208 467 0900

Our Vice Chair, Joanna Friel’s new book ‘Secret 
Chislehurst’ with photographs by Adam Swaine  
is available through the Chislehurst Society at a 

discounted price:

£12 +£1.60 P&P

Please email us: email@chislehurst-society.org.uk 
or phone us: 0208 467 0900

to arrange payment. 

Have you got memories and 
memorabilia from music events at 

Chislehurst Caves? 

We are collaborating on a new book on the 
history of the caves as a music venue in the 

sixties.  Please contact us if you hold any posters 
or other interesting items and stories from this 

era.

Cockpit 2015 WINTER.indd   3 02/11/2015   08:55



Wherever we can, we approach businesses in other 
areas that we think may be a good fit with Chislehurst.  
We also get approached from time to time by businesses 
looking to open here and help where we can.

Revamped, potential & new businesses

Library –A short-list of developers was agreed  by LBB 
and they were invited to a second round of bidding 
which involved more detailed proposals and possibly 
pre-application meetings with planners.  The deadline 
for submission of revised schemes and bids was 30th 
September.  These more detailed schemes and financial 
offers will be analysed and reviewed by the Executive on 
the 2nd December 2015. 

Café Wrattens opened on 10th October.  Follow them 
on Twitter @wrattens 

16a High Street (previously Chislehurst Dry Cleaners) 
– Racks, a high end menswear designer boutique, has 
not confirmed an opening date yet.

111 High Street (previously Chislehurst Sandwich Café) 
– we are delighted to advise that Deli Nene (who have 
a branch in Beckenham High Street) hope to open here 
in October.

113 High St (previously Little Legs) – this has opened as 
Chislehurst Barbers.

A local resident contacted Holland & Barrett to suggest 
they open in Chislehurst and they responded to say 
that the idea had been passed to their department that 
deals with looking for new store locations for their 
consideration.

Planning application highlights

1-3 White Horse Hill  - Application received on 25 
June 2015 for the erection of 4 three-bedroom houses 
at land at rear of this former Lounge Public House.  

Update from the Town Team
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The Chislehurst Town Team is a voluntary organisation supported by 
The Chislehurst Society.  We are looking to put together a bid under the 
Mayor of London’s London Regeneration Fund Crowdfunding programme 
which we are advised will be launched sometime in the new year. If you 
have any expertise in writing bids and/or crowdfunding, and can give your 

time voluntarily to help us, please get in contact!

Cafe Wrattens
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Pending decision.

43-45 High Street – Cote Restaurant – the planning 
sub-committee of the Chislehurst Society has been in 
correspondence with LBB planning regarding alleged 
breach of planning permission, particularly relating to 
access for customers with disabilities.  It is awaiting 
more information.

107 High Street – Chislehurst Fish & Chips - internally 
illuminated fascia sign, internally illuminated projecting 
sign and retractable awning RETROSPECTIVE 
APPLICATION – 
Application refused. 
We have asked what 
enforcement action is 
being taken.

Streetscene

Paving – some paving 
repairs have been 
undertaken, including 
around the tree in front 
of the Library.
We are grateful to 
Linays for removing their 
marketing board on the outside wall of Sainsbury’s as it 
had become dilapidated. 

Proctor’s – we understand they are going to have 
a facelift soon, probably before Christmas and look 
forward to seeing it.

Development behind Proctors – this development just 
behind the High Street is coming along quickly.

A frame boards – following complaints from a number 
of residents about the number of these on the High 
Street, we passed the matter on to LBB to investigate.  
Following a visit, LBB identified only one of concern – 
that outside Zizzi’s where the pavement is narrow and 
often made narrower by overhanging cars.  We shall 

monitor the situation.  The police are also reviewing this.

Green Chain Walk signs - we brought to The Green 
Chain Walk’s attention that some of their signs are in a 
poor state.  We are advised that they are reviewing their 
signage where repainting is required and this is likely to 
take place this financial year or next.

LBB has agreed to a new Chislehurst Recreation sign 
plate to be ordered and erected.  We have asked for the 
pole to be cleaned at the same time.

BT Phone Box by the 
zebra crossing – we are 
advised by BT that they 
propose to remove the 
payphone as a result of 
the kiosk not being used 
sufficiently to continue 
the service.  We don’t 
have a date at present.

The Phone Box and Post 
Box on Royal Parade – 
the relevant authorities 
have been contacted with 
requests for action to be 

taken to improve their appearance.

Ponds 

 We urge visitors not to feed bread to the ducks as this 
is encouraging the rat population to grow.  The Trustees 
of The Commons have changed their contractor to 
deal with the problem in search of greater efficacy.  They 
plan to install lidded litter bins and some more effective 
traps.

Trees
Following the intervention of both the CTT and Cllr 
Katy Boughey, a replacement tree will be planted 
outside Proctors Estate Agent in the next planting 
season (November – March).
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Plaque Unveiling
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On the 19th October 2015, the 75th anniversary 
of PC John Freed’s death, PCSO James Buckland 
unveiled a plaque commemorating PC John Freed 
on Chislehurst Road Bridge. Freed was killed by an 
incendiary bomb while on duty at the Police Box P8 
at the railway bridge on Chislehurst Road. 

PC John Freed worked for the London Metropolitan 
Police Force until his retirement at 50. However,  when 
the war broke out in 1939 Freed volunteered his 
services and was appointed a constable in the Police 
War Reserve. It was whilst on duty at this post during 
an air raid on 19th October 1940, aged 60 years, that 
he died from injuries received from a bomb blast. It is 
likely that the incendiary bombs were targeted on the 
railway line next to the police box.

At the unveiling  we were honoured by the presence of 
former Scotland Yard Deputy Assistant Commissioner 
Bill Griffiths CBE and Metropolitan Police Historical 
Society representative, Barry Nicholson as well has 
members from our local police team and Society 
members.  

Our second plaque was unveiled on the 24th October, 
in the 75th Anniversary year of the Battle of Britain. 
We were honoured by Air Commodore John Bell 
OBE unveiling the  plaque to Air Chief Marshal, Sir 

We are very excited to report that two new commemorative plaques 
organised by the Society have been recently unveiled in Chislehurst. 

John Wakeling Baker at 16 Church Row.  

Baker, a senior RAF commander in World War Two, 
highly decorated for his bravery in the first war, 
retired to Chislehurst becoming Aide de Camp to 
Queen Elizabeth II. Locally he was highly regarded 
as Chairman of the Men of Kent Association and a 
prominent sidesman at St. Nicholas’ Church.  

The unveiling at the home of Mr and Mrs John London 
was a fitting occasion attended by RAF veterans, 
former Chislehurst MP Sir Roger Sims, Roger Faux, 
current chair of the Men of Kent, history group 
members, neighbours and Roger and Ken Speers who 
recalled Sir John from their days as choir boys at St 
Nicholas’ Church.  

Sir John Wakeling Baker outside no. 16 Church Row

Air Commodore John Bell OBE with Mr and Mrs John London

The unveiling of the plaque to PC John Freed
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We rightly celebrated Ethel Bilbrough, who lived in 
Elmstead Grange during the war, before it became 
Babington House School.  Some of her songs were 
performed and her paintings admired. Extracts from 
her diary, written during the war which has now been 
published by the Imperial War Museum, were read by 
Joanna Friel , Vice Chair of the Chislehurst Society,
 
Music Scholars, Lilah Osman (Year 8) and Bryanna 
Khumalo (Year 11) sang beautiful solos.  The audience 
joined in many popular wartime songs .Many members 
of the audience commented on how much they had 

enjoyed the evening but also that 
they had discovered new facts about 
their surroundings. Babington House 
School was delighted to open its 
doors for this truly community 
musical event and preserve the 
legacy of Ethel Bilbrough.

Photographs by Robert Picow. 
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A Great War Concert!

The Great War concert was a joint venture between 
the Chislehurst Society and Babington House School. 
The Babington House School Chamber Choir was 
in fine voice on 30th October when pupils sang so 
professionally.

The evening was very well attended 
by Chislehurst Society members, 
residents from the Duke of Kent Home 
in Shepherds Green, staff, parents and 
many neighbours.  As Mr Lello, the 
Headmaster of Babington House, said 
“this superb evening provided a poignant 
reminder of our debt to those who 
lived, fought and died during the First 
World War.  It was a real honour to work with the 
Chislehurst Society and look forward to more events 
like this in the future.” 
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Litter News

We had a super turnout of volunteers who 
met at the Red Cross Car Park for the latest 
Clean-Up event on Sunday 27th May. Our cheery 
volunteers managed to collect around twenty 
bags of rubbish. The litter collection made a 
noticeable impact on the village. 

After too many years of devoted duty to the 
cleanliness of Chislehurst Tony McClarty has 
handed over the litter picking baton to Lizzy 
de Maid.   Tony has done sterling service in 
organising regular clean-ups and the whole 
community owes him a debt of gratitude.  There 
is such a thing as a ‘litter fairy’ and this new one 
needs all our support. So come on, grab your

litter picker, purple bags and join the Chislehurst 
wide effort to keep our village green and tidy.
If you would like to be involved please contact 
our office on 020 8467 0900 and talk to  Jo, or 
simply turn up on the day.

2016 litter picking events are scheduled for:
24th January, 27th March, 29th May, 31st July, 25th 
September and 27th November.  All events start 
at 10.00am and finish by 12.00 noon.

A leaf problem!

During the leaf fall season you are reminded 
that sweeping leaves from your own property 
onto the public road is illegal and potentially 
dangerous to pedestrians and cyclists as well as 
creating additional workload for contractors.  

You can make use of the councils garden waste 
scheme for a fee www.bromley.gov.uk/garden 
waste or compost your leaves for nothing!

Fly Tipping
There has been a spate of fly tipping onto local 
roads.  If you see anything at all suspicious do 
note registration numbers if you can and always 
ring the police on 101.
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The Chislehurst Society has given grants in 
recent years to The National Trust Committee 
for Petts Wood and Hawkwood to carry out 
essential repairs to some of the footpaths 
in the National Trust land. These include the 
footpath along the Kyd Brook, and some more 
recent work on paths in Willett Wood.

The Ranger, Sam Pettman, has recently 
expressed his thanks to the Society: “We 
finished this work with the volunteers 
yesterday. I’m so pleased we’ve managed to 
surface this stretch of path – most paths in this 
area of the Willett Wood are quite dry and in 
good shape, but this one has always been in 
relatively poor condition and is heavily used. 
So, a good result and my sincere thanks to the 
Society for helping out.”     
  
The Society also provided a grant for the 
restoration of a Victorian pond at Bullers 
Wood School.  The restoration of the pond 

Grants and Sponsorships

has been completed and wildlife has started 
returning to the pond, with newts and frogs as 
current visible occupants. 

There is some further work to be done around 
the pond surround, before opening the pond 
for viewing at various open days in the future. 
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A path renovated with the help of a grant from the Society

The  pond at Bullers Wood School
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The Twelfth Annual Big Draw
The Big Draw is a regular event sponsored by the Chislehurst Society. 

This year’s event was bigger, busier and brighter than ever. 

The Chislehurst Society were very proud to 
sponsor the twelfth annual Big Draw on Chislehurst 
Common. The Common saw almost 1,600 people 
enjoy the many creative opportunities organised by 
over 170 volunteers who donated well over 850 
hours to make the event an amazing success.

This year’s theme was “Every Picture Tells a Story” 
and each activity throughout the Draw was inspired 
by a well-known masterpiece, artist or sculptor.  
There were over 25 activities on offer from making 
stick men, creating an angel card, sketching a still 
life, creating edible art and even creating a graffiti 
t-shirt. All the activities were inspired by amazing 
artists across the centuries including Constable, 
Stubbs, Peter Blake, Mondrian, Cezanne, Uccello 
and Banksy, to name but a few. 

All profits from the Big Draw go directly to the 
Trustees of the Commons to help them maintain 
the Commons. Since they have started the Big 
Draw events on the Common, they have raised in 
excess of £20,000. 

The Chislehurst Society was manning the ‘Blake’s 
Badges’ stall.  Visitors were able to design their own 
badge which were inspired by Peter Blake’s pop art 
designs from the 60’s 
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The day was one of the most successful Big Draws to 
date and the Chislehurst Society were very pleased 
to be involved with such an inspiring event.

Photographs by Robert Picow. 
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Members Talks

The four Afternoon Talks for 2015 have now been 
completed.  The audience figures have steadily 
increased over the years and on occasions this 
year we have hosted over 90 members and their 
guests.   The Society has been complimented on 
the wide range of topics covered.  Diary at the 
ready! Details of next year’s talks are below!

March 3rd
The Prince Imperial & his death in Zululand.   

given by Dr. Vanessa Jenkins, Medical Historian & 
well known cruise lecturer.

May 5th
By popular request, Norman Abbott of the 

London Ambulance Service is returning to speak 
about health matters and the work of the LAS.

July 7th
The Victorian Gentleman, given by Lucy Allen, 

Bromley Archivist.
September 1st

The Vikings are Coming,  given by Imogen 
Corrigan, who specialises in  Anglo-Saxon & 

Mediaeval History & Art.

We will also be introducing a few evening talks 
next year to be held in The Old Chapel, and 
will feature well known local residents who 

contribute to Chislehurst life and have stories to 
tell. More details will follow in the new year. 
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We owe a great debt of thanks to our Building 
Sub-Committee who has spent an immense 
amount of time and effort making the Old Chapel 
what it is today.  They have worked tirelessly and 
without complaint! 

We have agreed a lease of the first floor office 
space to a local business and we will be taking 
bookings for the hire of the community space on 
the ground floor in the new year.

The Old Chapel

The capacity of the hall is 60 persons maximum 
and include kitchen facilities and audio-visual 
equipment (which is available for separate hire). 

For more information or to make an enquiry, 
please email us: 

email@chislehurst-society.org.uk
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The building works at the Old Chapel are nearing completion. Anyone who has wandered 
past Queens Passage will see how spectacular it is now looking. 

www.chislehurst-society.org.uk email@chislehurst-society.org.uk
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Please note on your calendar these events for the coming months. For an 
updated version please check the Chislehurst Society Website.

Dates for the Diary

Road Stewards’ News

www.chislehurst-society.org.uk email@chislehurst-society.org.uk

Six Road Stewards have resigned since our last update and we thank them all 
for their help and support. We welcome six new Road Stewards and thank three 

others who have agreed to expand their “round”.

17

Date   Activity    Place
28th November 2015 Road Stewards Meeting   The Old Chapel
29th November 2015 Chislehurst Clean Up - 10am  Red Cross Car Park 
20th December 2015 Chislehurst Farmers’ Market  Hornbrook Car Park
17th January 2016 Chislehurst Farmers’ Market  Hornbrook Car Park 
24th January 2016 Chislehurst Clean Up - 10am  Red Cross Car Park
21st February 2016 Chislehurst Farmers’ Market  Hornbrook Car Park
3rd March 2016  Members Talk - 2.30pm   Methodist Church

ROAD STEWARD RESIGNATIONS/
RETIREMENTS

Mrs Sarah Jerrari - Elmstead Lane (evens 6-50)

Mrs Phyllis Peters - Lower Camden (odd numbers)

Mrs Wendy Dickinson - Stainmore Close/Barnard 
Close
Mrs Grossmith - Thistlemead

Mr Reg Parry - Morley Road/Hawkwood Lane

Mrs Shirley Smith - Yester Park

NEW ROAD STEWARDS

Miss Annie Shinn - Lower Camden (odd numbers)
Mrs Norma Leslie - Stainmore Close/Barnard Close
Mr Neil Stevenson - Hawkwood Lane/Watts Lane
Ms Debbie Wing - Townshend Road
Mr Bob West - Windsor Close/Gossington Close
Mrs Susanne Tobias - Yester Park
Ms Jane Richardson - Adds Morley Road to existing 
round
Mr James Nedham - Adds Thistlemead to existing 
round
Mrs Susan Travica - Adds evens 6-50 Elmstead Lane 
to existing round
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Winter 2015

Issue 106

Before The Chislehurst Society acquired it, 
the Old Chapel was previously a glass factory, 
believed to be the only one of its kind in Kent.  
Barbara Cathersides has shared her family story 
and let us copy some photographs which have 
been in her attic for some time!

Barbara’s father 
was Alfred 
Thomas Ebdon, 
and he,  in 
partnership with 
William George 
Collier, set up 
a small factory 
in Welling, 
manu f a c tu r i n g 
glass research 
a p p a r a t u s 
for hospitals: 
burettes, pipettes 
and condensers, 
milk testing 
equipment and other scientific glassware.  

Before the Second World War the main industry 
had actually been centred in Germany and, what 

The Old Chapel, 3, Queens Passage, BR7 5AP  0208 467 0900

Following the discovery of a door frame revealing the date 1858 which 
we reported in our Spring edition, we have been thrilled to learn even 

more about the Old Chapel.  

was then Czechoslovakia.  

The Welling factory soon grew too small for 
the expanding business and Ebcol Scientific 
Glassware came to the Old Chapel in July 
1949.  Barbara remembers the cottages that 

were formerly on 
the site known 
as Queen’s 
Cottages, and 
stables where 
local character 
‘Smokey Joe’ was 
a not-infrequent 
visitor.  

Looking at the 
map attached 
to a covenant, 
the Old Chapel 
is described as 
‘Webb’s Hall’ and 

Queens Passage was called ‘Lines Alley’.  Moses 
Lines, father of Harry, arrived in Chislehurst in 
1849.   He was a grocer and draper by the age of 
23 and was thought to own most of the shops 

Inside the Old Chapel when it was used as a glassworks. 

Cockpit 2015 WINTER.indd   14 02/11/2015   08:55



on the north side of the High Street.  In 1876 
he formed a partnership with a member of his 
wife’s family and produced mineral waters from 
a factory in Park Road.  Cafe Nero is based in 
a building that was called Regent House and 
Line’s Cottages were built at the rear.

The newspaper article that Barbara found along 
with the family photographs tells us that the 
original chapel became a church school, and in 
latter years was a boys’ club, a Salvation Army 
depot, and a Liberal Club.  During the war it 
was damaged by bombing which may explain 
why The Chislehurst Society has had to almost 
rebuild the whole thing!

Ebcol went out of business when Alfred retired 
in 1988 and a printing works and plumbers were 
the subsequent tenants.  
The Society is looking forward to having a new 
venture for the village at the Old Chapel and is 
planning an official opening on March 5th next 

2

Ebcol hard at work in the Old Chapel. 

year.  Residents will be welcome before then, as 
soon as we can take our hard hats off!

Winter 2015

Issue 106

The Old Chapel, 3, Queens Passage, BR7 5AP  0208 467 0900

Article in the Kentish Times about the opening of the glass factory at the Old Chapel
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The Railway comes to Chislehurst
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The railway came to Chislehurst on 1st July 
1865 as part of a cut off line.  The South Eastern 
Railway (SER) shared its line from London Bridge 
to Redhill with the London, Brighton South 
Coast Railway (LBSC). This would probably 
have continued to do so if it had not had 
competition from the London, Chatham Dover 
railway (LCDR) who built a shorter line through 
Swanley, Chatham, Faversham and Canterbury to 
the harbour at Dover, with a view to taking the 
lucrative government mail traffic away from SER.  
The cut-off line was built from the west of New 
Cross, through Hither Green, Orpington and 
Sevenoaks joining the existing line from Redhill 
to Dover at Tonbridge station.  

We have not been able to find absolute evidence 
of the location of the original station but an 1869 
map, kindly put out for our research at Bromley 
Local Studies, clearly shows a small goods yard 
accessed off Chislehurst Road on the Bickley side 
of the track. The access appears to be on what 
is now Oakhurst Close.  According to Charing 
Cross to Orpington by Vic Mitchell and Keith 
Smith the original station, called Chislehurst and 
Bickley Park, was adjacent to the goods yard.   
This station was a terminus until 1868.   

The Bickley Park suffix, however, only lasted until 
1st Sept 1866. George Wythes (1811 – 1883) 
had made his fortune from the construction 
of railways (though he was not involved in the 
construction of the lines coming to Chislehurst).  
He lived at Bickley Hall and developed the park 
by building large houses in the extensive grounds.    
In 1864 he built St George’s Church and also 
allowed some of the land to be used for the 
Cricket Club.   He built the infamous Chislehurst 
Water Tower as the front gate to his Bickley 
estate.   

Chislehurst and Bickley Park railway station was 
quite likely named to promote this estate.  But 
we also know that Nathaniel Strode, the owner 
of Camden Park, was developing houses on the 
Chislehurst side of the track from the late 1860’s; 
he was the chosen benefactor of Christ Church 
in Lubbock Road over Wythes, so it is not an 
unlikely hypothesis that Strode bought pressure 
to bear in the renaming of the station to simply 
‘Chislehurst’.  

Locals believe that the current Bridge’s fish and 
chip shop on Chislehurst Road, immediately beside 
the railway bridge, is the original ticket office for 
the first station but only anecdotal evidence exists.  
Local resident David Howard tells us “As a boy I 
often visited the then sweet shop by the railway 
bridge in what we called Lower Camden Parade. 
It was run by a kind-hearted man called Bernard. 
Bernard could be seen each evening pushing his 
bicycle up Old Station Hill (as it then was known), 
on his homeward journey. His shop today is a dry 
cleaners. I recall Bernard telling me that his shop 
was the original Booking Office for the station 
in its original position. The present Fish and Chip 
shop next door served as the Waiting Room(s) 
for the Station, the platforms being approached 
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by steps up the adjacent embankment”.

Webb’s History of Chislehurst suggests that 
Wythes was instrumental in having the station 
moved from ‘the foot of Old Hill to its present 
position’.  Wythes had Summer Hill constructed 
with a lesser gradient than Old Bromley Hill (now 
Old Hill) on his land.  The new station was then 
built on its present site and operational from 2nd 
March 1868. 

There are amusing comments in the Bromley 
Record about the obviously contentious 
construction of the bridge carrying the train across 
Chislehurst Road.  Mr Cornelius Willes Eborall, 
General Manager of the South Eastern Railway 
Company, is quoted as saying that ‘the Company 
would not be bothered by the Bromley District 
Highway Board and it might do what it liked’!   On 
the left hand side of Gosshill Road from Summer 
Hill can be seen a couple of fine Victorian villas, 
built, we understand, by the railway company for 
the Resident Engineer and Surveyor overseeing 
the construction of Chislehurst Junction. This was 
where the South Eastern and Chatham main lines 
meet and interconnect such that London bound 

trains on one line can transfer to the other, and 
likewise for Coast-bound services.

The coming of the railway made it all the more 
possible for Emperor Napoleon III of France to 
live in exile in Chislehurst, providing easy access 
for visitors from London.   His wife and son 
arrived first on 20th September 1870, coming 
from Hastings.  On 20th March 1871 Mr Lord, 
the stationmaster, was informed of the Emperor’s 
imminent arrival, and Empress Eugenie boarded a 
special train, provided by South Eastern Railways, 
which took her to Dover to meet her husband. 

Queen Victoria came to Chislehurst by train to 
visit the Empress, insisting on bringing her own 
carriage.  This was placed on a flat bottomed 
truck and when the royal coachman, who had 
kept his proper seat on the carriage, emerged 
from Chislehurst tunnel his face, hands and 
uniform were covered in soot!

The best description of the royal rail progress is 
from The London Illustrated News at the time of 
the death of the Prince Imperial in 1879.   Queen 
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Victoria left Windsor Station at 5.05pm on the 
Great Western Railway, going past Richmond to 
Waterloo where control of the train was passed 
to the South Eastern Railway.  It went slowly onto 
the Charing Cross section of the South Eastern 
line and proceeded via London Bridge and New 
Cross arriving at Chislehurst at 6.10pm.   

The Queen was escorted to Camden Place by 
Lord Sydney, in an open carriage pulled by four 
horses.  She returned to the station at 7pm 
departing at 7.10pm and arriving back at Windsor 
at 8pm.  

When the Chislehurst Imperial interlude was 
over, following the deaths of both the Emperor 
and his son; Tom Bushell, in Imperial Chislehurst, 
tells us that the ‘bodies of the Emperor and 
the Prince were conveyed by special train to 
Farnborough on 9th Jan 1888’.   Closer inspection 
of the bay platform coming off the down line 
shows a facing point - this could have been where 
the Imperial remains were loaded onto a wagon.   
David Howard grew up understanding that there 
was a short rail siding behind the London end of 
Platform 1 which was called the Royal Carriage 
Siding. The general extent of the carriage siding 
can be judged behind the overgrown gates by 
the present car park hard standing at the top 
of Station Approach. Apparently it was used for 
special trains related to Royal Family visits to 
Napoleon III.

Regular trains left Charing Cross at 6.30am (12 
services in a day) via Blackfriars, London Bridge, 
New Cross and arriving in Chislehurst at 7am – 
Chislehurst Golf Club by W.M.Mitchell shows an 
1894 promotion advertising the ‘links situated a 
comfortable 35 minutes from Charing Cross’. 

Looking at stylistically similar columns on 
Chislehurst Station and those at Grove Park,  
which were designed by Richard & Son, Leicester 

in 1902, we deduce that the same designers 
created the ironwork at Chislehurst when it was 
rebuilt with four lines between 1900 and 1904.  
The main building remains much the same today 
apart from the loss of some external ornamental 
ironwork. 

Local history books provide charming insights 
into the lives of the families that made Chislehurst 
their homes with the coming of the railway.  Black 
Horse Nemo written by Oskar Teichman who 
lived at Sitka (now in Newton Park off South Hill 
Road) tells us that the family always went abroad 
for the summer holidays. The boat train used to 
be specifically stopped for them at Chislehurst 
and they proceeded first class to Dover!

He added that “those on the 8 o’clock train were 
described as the ‘Strivers’, the next was used by 
the ‘Thrivers’ and the 9.30 patronised by the 
‘Thriven’:  thus were the Chislehurst suburban 
city workers classified  and all of them travelled 
first class of course although some of the strivers 
could not really afford to do so.”  

Arthur Battle in Edwardian Chislehurst describes 
Station Approach as ‘crowded with assorted 
equipages, broughams, landaus, gigs, flies, victorias 
or coaches for four persons.  Most had liveried 
coach and footmen waiting for their masters’ 
return from the City or their mistresses’ from 
West End stores and matinees’.  The photograph 
of an assembly of cars on October 13th 1914 
outside the station, awaiting the arrival of Belgian 
wounded from the Western Front, shows how 
quickly times moved on with only a couple of 
horse drawn carriages in evidence.  

At the far end of the island platform was 
Chislehurst Junction Box controlling the 
connections between the local and through lines.  
The nearby caves were used during the First 
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World War for the storage of ammunition which 
came by train from Woolwich Arsenal.   During 
the Second World War these same caves were 
used as air raid shelters by up to 15,000 people 
each night, many of whom travelled by train each 
day, and by 1944 extra trains were regularly run 
from Cannon Street in the evening.   

On the afternoon of 26th March 1945 a V2 rocket 
affected the railway; blast and debris killed two 
people and caused damage to Chislehurst station.   
On the opposite side of the tracks, behind and 
parallel to Platform 4, there used to be a footpath 
linking Denbridge Road to the far end of the 
present pedestrian underpass that provides 
access to the four Platforms. It was closed off 
from the station underpass after the war and has 
since fallen into disuse.   
Along with the Goods Box, the Signal Box closed 
on 31st May 1959 when colour light signals were 
introduced.  
The platforms at Chislehurst station, after the 
line was quadrupled between Surrey Canal 

Junction (about mid way between London Bridge 
and New Cross) and Orpington at the beginning 
of the 20th Century, were built to accommodate 
4 to 6 coaches. With electrification they would 
have been lengthened to accommodate 8 
coaches. With the increase in peak hour travel 
in the early 1950s on the lines in North Kent 
an additional 2 coaches were added to trains so 
requiring the platforms to be lengthened to 10 
coach lengths.

One final comment about Chislehurst Station 
– David Howard was once told by a kindly 
porter (a Mr Belsham who lived in the now long 
demolished Water Tower) that the brickwork 
patterns at Chislehurst Station were different 
to the patterns at the other (original) stations 
on the line since many of the railway company’s 
Directors lived in Chislehurst!

Contributions from Joanna Friel, David Howard, 
Ross Jones, Bernard Murray and Anne Thomas 

The Chislehurst Junction Box
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 I was in the fortunate position of having a very 
helpful relative who was a Past Master of the 
Worshipful Company of Glovers, and he asked his 
fellow Glovers for information. He didn’t get off to 
a very good start as there were not many members 
from that era who knew anything.   One said he 
had heard there was a glove but couldn’t throw any 
more light on it other than to say it was kept at the 
Fashion Museum in Bath.

 As it happened my relative knew the staff there quite 
well.  He made some enquiries and discovered that 
yes, they had not just one casket, but a second one, 
complete with the Coronation Glove (it is actually 

a gauntlet).  This was a great breakthrough.  He was 
interested in the discovery of the Glove and I was 
interested in the caskets! 
 
I wrote to the National Museum of the Royal Navy 
to try and verify that the timber used to construct 
the caskets was in fact genuine oak from HMS Victory.  
Sadly no records were kept regarding what pieces of 
HMS Victory had been used and in what capacity.
    
My relative  had decided to try and access the 
Minutes of the Meetings of the Glovers, which are 
all kept in the Guildhall Library.  He struck lucky and 
discovered there was a great deal of information 

In the Spring 2014 edition of The Cockpit there was a photograph of John 
Easden, master craftsman and resident of Chislehurst, holding a box reputedly 
made from a piece of oak from Lord Nelson’s Flagship HMS Victory.  The only 
other information regarding this photo was that the oak box had been made 
to house the Coronation Glove for the forthcoming coronation of HM Queen 
Elizabeth II in June 1953.  The casket was designed by a Mr T Bramall Daniel.  
Una White, curious to find out more, began her research which took her on a 

fascinating journey to the Fashion Museum of Bath 

Cockpit 2015 WINTER.indd   20 02/11/2015   08:55



www.chislehurst-society.org.uk email@chislehurst-society.org.uk 8The Old Chapel, 3, Queens Passage, BR7 5AP  0208 467 0900

recorded in the Minutes leading up to and after the 
Coronation.   It was in these Minutes that I was able 
to discover the actual proof regarding the oak being 
genuinely from HMS Victory and the fact that the 
caskets and glove had been commissioned at the 
request of The Lord Chamberlain.

The aforementioned Mr Thomas Bramall Daniel 
had been appointed to head a small subcommittee 
of four members and they were to 
oversee everything relevant to the 
commissioning of the glove and the 
caskets.  Mr Easden was chosen to 
make the caskets because he had 
previously made a casket to contain 
a large selection of gloves which were 
a gift from The Worshipful Company 
of Glovers to Princess Elizabeth 
on the occasion of her marriage to 
Prince Phillip in 1947.  It would appear 
that his craftsmanship was excellent 
and he was asked to quote for the 
Coronation Casket.

While I was reading through the pages of the minutes, 
I noticed that on 23 April 1953, it was recorded that 
the casket, having been completed, was on view at a 
meeting, and the Court expressed its admiration for 
the expert quality of the workmanship.  The lid of the 
outer casket was inlaid with ivory, and bore in silver 
the Queen’s Cypher, the Arms of the Worshipful 
Company of Glovers, and those of the Priory of 
Worksop.  It also had a large silver plaque upon 
which the following inscription was engraved:

“The Glove contained in this Casket was worn by 
Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Elizabeth the 
Second upon the occasion of Her Coronation in 
Westminster Abbey - June 2nd 1953.  The privilege of 
providing this Glove was granted to the Worshipful 
Company of Glovers of London under instructions 
received in January 1953 by the Master of the 
said Company from the Lord Chamberlain acting 

pursuant to the Earl Marshal’s Warrant”    

Beneath this lid was a further casket with a glass lid 
and the inside of this inner Casket was lined with a 
piece of purple velvet similar to that  used for the 
Queen’s train, which had been obtained through 
the kind permission of Her Majesty’s Lady-in-
Waiting.    The Court expressed its thanks to the 
sub-committee for their services in relation to these 

matters and requested the Clerk to 
convey to Mr Easden  the thanks 
and appreciation of the Court for 
his work in connection with the 
Casket.
                                                                                                                                                   
John Easden’s fee for making the 
Casket was £26.5s. 

Apart from over-seeing the special 
sub-committee, Mr T Daniel Bramall 
appeared to have had quite an input 
into the actual design of the two 
caskets, and he worked closely with 
Easden.     Bramall Daniel was also 

a resident of Chislehurst and he lived a few houses 
along from Mr Easden in Church Row.  He was an 
accomplished architect, and had spent a substantial 
part of his life in Canada before returning to 
Chislehurst.  It is believed he moved from Church 
Row to reside at Camden Place, where he died in 
1956.  There are still examples of his designs in the 
locality, the most famous being the  Christian Science 
Church in Widmore Road near the old Police Station 
at the junction with Kentish Way.  

I went to the Fashion Museum in Bath to see the 
fabulous glove, and the very handsome caskets.   They 
are not on general display, and you have to book an 
appointment. It was with great excitement the four 
of us waited in the special viewing room to see what 
we had been so obsessed with over the past months.  
We were not disappointed.  The white kid gauntlet, 
made to resemble that worn by King George VI, was 
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heavily embroidered and encrusted with gold thread 
depicting acorns and  oak leaves, thistles, roses etc. 
and it was breathtaking.  We were allowed to hold 
it (wearing white cotton gloves of course) and we 
could take as many photographs as we wished.  

The caskets were stunning too.  The craftsmanship 
was perfection itself.  The glorious colour and graining 
of the oak just shone through, and the silver plaques 
were dazzling.  Every little detail was a work of art - 
from the slip of ivory on the base of the outer casket 
bearing the name J. Easden, Church Row, Chislehurst, 
to the beautiful little feet on each corner which were 
like inverted step-pyramids giving it an Art Deco 
look.  It was as though they had all just been made, 
and when you consider that the timber had possibly 
“seen some action” when Lord Nelson engaged the 
enemy, it didn’t seem possible that I was holding such 
a superb and historic casket.    It was such a privilege.  
The outer presentation casket measured 52cm long 
x 30.5 cm wide x 13.5 cm high.  Each casket had a 
lock and key.

A few months after the Coronation, the caskets, glove, 
orb and sceptre were sent all around the World to 
the most far-flung parts of the British Empire so that 

all Her Majesty’s subjects could see them. Upon their 
return, the outer casket had suffered some damage 
and so it was returned to Mr Easden to repair it, for 
which he was paid by the Lord Chamberlain.  The 
caskets and glove were offered to Queen Elizabeth 
II for her private collection but she declined them, 
saying she thought it would be a nice idea if they 
were used to raise money for charities so for at least 
two or three years they travelled around the UK.

If you would like to see these items too, then you 
just need to call Elaine Uttley on 01225 477733. (The 
main museum number is 01225 477789).   The special 
viewings are on Thursdays only, at 11.00am - 1.00pm 
and 2.00pm - 4.00pm.  There is no extra charge for 
special viewings as the normal entrance fee covers it.  
There are some beautiful antique gloves on general 
display and the Coronation Glove of George VI is 
also on special viewing.  I believe there is a glove that 
belonged to Sir Walter Raleigh there too.  If you have 
an interest in fashion and clothing through the ages, 
this museum is a definite “must”.  

To finish off I thought it interesting to note that in 
the Minutes of the Worshipful Company of Glovers, 
it was discussed as to whether they should approach 
the Lord Chamberlain to see if the producing of 
the glove and caskets could be “tax free”....Nothing 
changes it seems and although I looked, I couldn’t 
find out the answer.

Finally, Harborows/Dents the makers of the glove 
wrote to the Glovers to express their thanks at 
being selected to make the Coronation Glove and 
ended their letter by saying that they hoped they 
would be selected to do the same again for the next 
Monarch!  I do hope they didn’t hold their breath.

Researched and written by Una White, Chislehurst 
Society History Group.  Glove photograph by Don 
Drage 

Easden’s premises at 2 Church Row, now Inn Hair
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 This copy emerged from the archives at Queen Mary 
House and has been donated to The Society; we 
believe it may have been a special presentation copy, 
presented by Sir Patteson Nickalls of Fairlight (now a 
residential home on Ashfield Lane).

The Nickalls family were well known in Chislehurst 
and indeed grew to international repute on the polo 
field. Sir Patteson was knighted 
with a Liberal interest although 
he never became an MP; he was 
a stockbroker.  His eldest son 
joined the Durham Light Infantry 
and helped make it the most 
famous polo regiment in India.  
The family; father and three sons, 
playing in the Chislehurst team, 
won the County Polo Cup in 
1898.  Arthur Battle in Edwardian 
Chislehurst tells us that Sir 
Patteson Nickalls exercised his 
ponies daily on the wide path 
which runs from the Rush Pond 
to Bromley Lane.

500 copies of The History of Chislehurst were 
produced in 1899 at the request of Canon Murray, 
Rector of St Nicholas Church.  They sold for 30s each.  
Now, as relatively rare items of some antiquity, they 
sell for a somewhat more significant price!  
The principal author, Edward Alfred Webb was the son 
of a water colour artist whose paintings were much 
sought after.  Edward and his wife Emily are buried near 
the Lych gate in St Nicholas churchyard.   His brother, 
Aston, was an architect who designed the Admiralty 

Arch, Queen Victoria’s memorial on the roundabout 
outside Buckingham Palace and remodelled the 
appearance of the palace itself in 1913.  Locally Sir 
Aston Webb designed Easden’s on Bull Lane. 

Coincidentally, the June edition of Bromley Borough’s 
Local History Society publication (annual membership 
from £10.50 Tel 020 8467 3842) carried an article 

on George Allen, the ground 
breaking publisher of The History 
of Chislehurst.  He was Ruskin’s 
publisher and ran the successful 
publishing business from his 
home at Sunnyside in Tubbenden 
Lane, Orpington.   Allen is a very 
interesting figure in the Ruskin 
story and was much neglected by 
Ruskin’s biographers. Considering 
the success and importance in 
making the Ruskin titles available 
to a very wide audience, in an 
affordable format at a time when 
such books were otherwise 
limited to the more affluent 

readers.

Allen published a small number of other local books, 
almost certainly as a favour for local organisations 
or individuals as there was no profit in such small 
publication figures.   The History of Chislehurst was 
one such publication. 
On contacting the author of the article, Paul Dawson, 
we have learned that the logo on the preliminary 
pages of  The  History was designed by Walter Crane. 
This was used in works published at The Bell Yard 

The History of Chislehurst - Webb, Miller & Beckwith
This beautiful book is the answer to so many local history enquiries and is an 
invaluable asset to anyone interested in the history of our village.  We have 
recently been donated a version which we have never seen before, a green 

bound copy with gold lettering.
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London office from 1890, and the address altered 
when Allen moved to 156 Charing Cross Road in 
1899.  The History was published from this second 
London office which is now long gone. It was situated 
in a block off Charing Cross Road now occupied by 
the Centrepoint office tower.

The History was printed by Ballantyne and Hanson 
who printed the majority of Allen’s books; publisher 
and printer being two distinctly separate businesses.
  
Interestingly, in a letter by George Allen in 1890 he 
says the following: There has been a local exhibition 
at Chislehurst lately and the committee sounded me 
to see if I would lend some of my pictures etc. In the 
industrial section I had engraved steel plates – the fine 
art section oil and water colours and the scientific 
section minerals and precious stones. I had also some 
fine ceramic specimens... 
 
Readers may find the website georgeallen.org.uk of 
interest.

The Society has an original copy of The History 
of Chislehurst in good condition, if members are 
interested to view or purchase one, please contact 
localhistory@chislehurst-society.org.uk 

Continuing our series on 
local road names we were 
pleased that a member 
requested information 
on the background of 
Townshend Road.  

There is a fulsome 
account of the Townshend 
family in that bible of local 
history –The History 

of Chislehurst by Webb, 
Miller and Beckwith.  

The Townshends were among the foremost of the 
Whig houses and the founder of the Chislehurst 
branch was the Hon Thomas Townshend, born in 
1701.  He became a widower at a young age with 
a family of five children.  He became master of 
Scadbury, pulled down the ancient manor house 
of the Walsinghams and purchased the mansion 
of Frognal (in what is now Watery Lane, Sidcup).  
His eldest son, also Thomas, became first Viscount 
Sydney, after whom the eponymous city was named.  

The family line continued into the Nineteenth 
Century and nearly became extinct on the death of 
the last Earl Sydney in 1890.  His estates passed to 
his nephew the Hon Robert Marsham, only son of 
the Earl’s sister, who, in order to inherit, assumed by 
royal licence the additional name of Townshend.  As 
Lords of the Manors of Chislehurst and Scadbury, 
the family owned and developed much of the land 
in Chislehurst West, known as the Frognal Estate.   
Townshend Road was laid down after Albany Road 
in 1893 on the sale of farm land at the foot of Red 
Hill.  Marsham Close exists to perpetuate that 
name off Barham Road. 

What’s in a name? 
Townshend Road

Robert Marsham-Townshend
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